Plasmodium falciparum proteinases and red blood cell invasion.
Malarial proteinases of the erythrocytic life-cycle are used to design new inhibitors capable of blocking the parasite's development. The Merozoite Proteinase for Erythrocytic Invasion (MPEI) of Plasmodium falciparum, a neutral proteinase, and the acidic Pf37 proteinase acting on spectrin as substrate, are good candidates for this kind of strategy.